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Abstract

VertNet (vertnet.org) is a collaborative project that makes biodiversity data free and
available on the web. VertNet is also a tool designed to help people discover, improve, and
publish biodiversity data. It is also the core of a collaboration between hundreds of
biocollections that contribute biodiversity data and work together to improve it. VertNet has
its genesis in the late 1990s and the very beginnings of vertebrate collections data sharing,
and is nearing its 20th birthday. The small team that coordinates VertNet efforts long
recognized the value of archival versions of VertNet data separate from individual
published Darwin Core Archives. Here we describe why we produce what we call
“snapshots” of the VertNet index. To understand the snapshots, it is important to also know
how the VertNet indexing process works, which includes efforts at better flagging record
types and special content of particular value to data consumers. We provide a brief
explanation of the process we developed for creating these snapshots, focusing on how to
assure their citation and licensing, and how to decide the scope of different snapshots. We
also discuss the collaborative process of deciding infrastructure for archiving those
snapshots, and our thinking about timing of new snapshots. In particular, we cover the use
of Google BigQuery to produce snapshots and CyVerse as infrastructure for archival
storage.
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